
Congratulations! You 
Have Made it to 

Oregon! 

An Agricultural Tour from 
the Oregon Trail 
to the Modern Day







Wild Foods in a Rich Land

● Fish & game

● Wild mushrooms

● Wild berries



The Dalles



The Columbia River 
Watershed



Salmon



First Salmon Ceremony



Salmon 

● Sacred to 
Native 
Americans

● Early 
cannery 
economy

● Still 
regionally 
significant

Celilo Falls, 
1940s



Salmon in 
Early Portland

● Included in 
oldest 
recipes

● Adapted into 
diets

Neighborhood Cook 
Book (Third Ed.), 
1932



Salmon Struggles

● 18 species 
federally 
protected

● Decline due 
to dams and 
habitat loss

June Hogs on the 
Columbia, 1914





Salmon Today

● Chinook 
Salmon is 
the Oregon 
State Fish 

● Oregon’s 
Wild Salmon 
Fleet is a 
Sustainable 
Industry



Portland



Stumptown



Portland, Oregon

● Muddy village

● Roughnecks abound

● Not suitable for 
families

● Liquor abundant



FRUIT 



Henderson 
Luelling’s 
Travelling 
Orchard



Doomed Tiger Island Sex Cult!



Berries 

● Native strawberries, 
blackberries, 
huckleberries

● Wild species provide 
basis for breeding

● Oregon a world leader 
in berry science 



Strawberries

● Wild berries on 
the coast and 
mountains

● Japanese 
growers in 
Portland, 1880s

● Breeding at OSU 
since 1910s

● Most fruit 
frozen or 
processed



Caneberries

● Blackberry, raspberries, 
and more

● European native 
“Evergreen” blackberry 
was brought to the state 
in mid 1800s

● Introduced in the 1950s, 
Marionberries are “born 
and raised” in Oregon



Yesterday Today



Raspberries & 
Blackberries Today

● Production 
volume: 30-50 
million pounds 
per year

● Grown on more 
than 200 family 
farms

● Marionberry Pie 
is the official 
state pie of 
Oregon!



Champoeg



Dairy Products

● Emigrants 
brought cattle, 
sheep and goats 
with them on 
Oregon Trail 

● Cattle served as 
both 
transportation 
and food

● Few animals 
survived the 
arduous journey





Cheese

● OSU Prof. Frederick 
L. Kent surveys the 
state’s growing 
dairy industry by 
bicycle in the 
summer of 1900

● Records 71 butter 
and cheese factories

● Estimates 1 million 
pounds dairy 
products produced in 
the state









World’s Best Cheese!



TodayToday
Yesterday Today



Oregon Dairy Today

● 2.6 billion pounds 
cow’s milk produced 
in 2021

● Thriving artisan 
cheese makers 
supported by Oregon 
Cheese Guild

● Tillamook, the 
state’s largest 
cheese producer, 
makes over 60 
million lbs/yr



● Oregon farms 
produce high 
quality milk

● Food safety is 
a top priority 
in the state

● Plans in motion 
to further 
reduce count 
levels related 
to quality



Dairy and the Environment

● As of 2007, 
producing a gallon 
of milk vs 1944:

○ used 90% less 
land 

○ used 65% less 
water

○ generated 63% 
smaller carbon 
footprint

● By 2050: the 
industry aims to be 
GHG neutral



US Dairy Sustainability 
Award Winners





● Milk is the 
official state 
beverage of Oregon!

● Oregon dairy brands 
can be found 
nationally and in 
select 
international 
markets 



Willamette 
Valley



abundant

The Willamette Valley



Hazelnuts
aka

Filberts

● Native species 
already here

● French grower in 
California saw 
potential in Oregon

● Grown in Willamette 
Valley

● Official state nut 
in 1989



Luther Chapin, Oregon’s 
First Extension Agent



od

First Commercial Hazelnut Orchard 
in the US 

Dorris Ranch Springfield,Oregon



Hazelnuts Abound

● Oregon produces 
99% of American 
crop

● Hazelnut beer and 
other products 
are popular 
throughout the 
region



Hazelnuts Today

● Top Growing 
Regions in the 
World

● Over 1,000 
Oregon Family 
Farms

● Tripled 
production since 
2011



Medford



Table Rocks



Pears

● Saplings brought by 
Luelling

● Eden Valley Orchard 
in 1885 started 
Medford boom

● Grown in Southern 
Oregon and Columbia 
River Gorge



Harry and David

● Cornell-educated 
ag bros

● Started with 
pears in 
Medford, 1914

● One of America’s 
oldest mail-
order companies

David Holmes picking 
pears on an elephant



Pear Brandy

● Clear Creek 
Distillery

● Produced in Hood 
River

● 20 lbs pears per 
bottle 

● One of America’s 
oldest craft 
distilleries





Pears Today

● Oregon is the #2 
growing region for 
pears after Washington 
State

● Most pears are grown 
in Hood River County 
and Jackson County

● Pears are hand picked

● Pears are the official 
state fruit of Oregon



The End of



Thank you for your support!

On behalf of 


